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to induct Davis resident

Thompson led
co-op efforts in
state, nation,
other countries

SPRCIAL O Th ExERpRISE:

Davis resident David J
“Thompson, president of the
Twin Pines Cooperative
Foundation, will be induct.
ed along with three other
national and international
co-op leaders into the Coop-
erative Hall of Fame in
Washington, D.C., on May 9.

The Hall of Fame, the
cooperative  community’s
highest honor, recognizes
those who have made “hero-
ic” contributions to coopera-
tive enterprise.

‘Thompson was raised in
northern England in_the
same county as Rochdale,
the birthplace of the world
cooperative movement. He
emigrated to the United
States in 1962 and soon
became involved in the civ-
il rights, anti-war and coop
erative movements.

He served as a board
member of the Consumers’
Cooperative of Santa Moni
ca, then Coopportunity in
Santa Monica and later the
Davis Food Co-op. He also
was a_board member of
REI the nation’s largest
consumer  cooperative,
which sells gear for hiking,
camping and other outdoor
activities.

Inthe 19705, he was elect
ed to the board of Associat-
ed Cooperatives and the
Twin Pines Cooperative
Foundation, where he began
to play a role both at the
state and national level. He
was co-chair of California's
efforts to win passage of leg-
islation _establishing _the
National Cooperative Bank,

and was the
first cooper-
ator and the
seventh
employee to
work for the
bank.

In  the ”
mid-1980s,  THOMPSON
Thompson inductee

was asked to
head up international rela-
tions for the National Coop-
erative Business Associ
ation. In this role, he did a
lot of work changing or in

tating cooperative laws and
regulations behind  what
was then Tron Curtain —
Russia, Poland, Hungary,
Latvia, Ukraine and Czecho:
slovakia

“This work was highlight
d by dinner at the Kremlin
with Russian  President
Mikhail Gorbachev and 100
other U.S. leaders working
to change the laws and open
up the Russian economy. In
South Africa, Thompson
helped create the laws that
allowed blacks to form their
own cooperatives, and in
China he helped form the
first nonstate  insurance
company for farmers

Thompson has  worked
with co-0p organizations in
more than 20 nations, and
has worked on credit unions
for the United Nations.

A prolific writer, Thomp-
son has written and con-
tributed to several books
about _cooperatives.  His
almost 300 articles have been
published in six languages.
His “Weavers of Dreams” is
the “go to" book on the
founding of the cooperative
movement

Over the past 15 years,
Thompson ~ and  Luke
Watkins, his business part-
ner at Neighborhood Part-
ners LLC, have developed
many different types of
housing ~ cooperatives —

student, senior, limited-
equity, mobile home parks
and mutual housing.

Locally, Thompson was a
longtime board member of
the Davis Food Co-op and is
now vice chairman of the
Yolo Federal Credit Union.

Through his leadership of
the Twin Pines Cooperative
Foundation, Thompson has
helped grow the organiza-
tion from $30,000 in assets
in 1990 to 52 million in.
assets today *The foundation
hosts almost 30 separate co-
operative community funds
throughout  the  United
States and is the largest fu
der of cooperative develop-
ment organizations in the
United States. Almost every
new food co-op s funded in
part by TPCF dollars.

The foundation has
helped _establish ~several
cooperatives, such as credit
unions, cable co-ops and
housing co-ops. Recently, it
added a program to work
with food co-ops to save
small farms and organic
farmland,

Thompson and his fellow
inductees will be recognized
at the annual Hall of Fame
dinner and induction cere.
mony at  Washington's
National Press Club on May
5. He s one of only four Cal-
ifornians and is the only
Englishman to be inducted
into the Hall of Fame,

‘Thompson is married to
Ann M. Evans, a former
mayor of Davis and a
co-founder of the Davis
Food Co-op. They are par-
ents of Hatley Thompson, a
senior at Davis High School
On the journey home from
the hospital, 2-day-old Hat-
ley attended her first co-op
board meeting at the Davis
Food Co-op.
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