California Cooperative Pioneer Fund

Honoring the work of:

Morrie Lippman, Bob Neptune & George Yasukochi 

and all other cooperators who have made a difference in the World of California Cooperatives 

Carrying out work in cooperative education and development

Robert Ray Neptune

December 22, 1915 – September 15, 2008

Dear Fellow Cooperators;
I learned recently of the passing of Robert Neptune. Bob Neptune was the most important name in the history of California consumer cooperatives. The depth of his cooperative role over a half-century of action was momentous as you can see from the attached obituary put out by his loving family.  Bob played key roles in the start of the Berkeley Co-op and the start and growth of Associated Cooperatives (AC.) Under his leadership, AC became the standard among regional cooperative wholesales throughout the USA. The combination of AC, the Berkeley and the Palo Alto Co-ops was the paramount model of food cooperative development and presence in the USA.  
By the 1970’s the “Co-op” name in the Bay Area stood for progress, change, consumer action, activism, social responsiveness, community empowerment and many other challenging qualities. While change swirled around the co-ops, Bob was calm, composed and competent. The world seemed to have run amuck, but Bob maintained a clean, calming desk. To us in the 60’s generation, chaos seemed to represent change. Later we learned how much we had been fooled. 
Bob knew from organizing co-ops in the Depression that to build a better world, you absolutely needed order, capacity and continuity. Bob played that role for California’s cooperatives for fifty years. He was the pilot, the fulcrum and the anchor. Without him there would have been no AC around which the so called “new-wave” co-ops could gather and gather we did. All of our major co-ops and their cooperators in California can tell stories of the help they got from Bob Neptune and AC in their early days. Bob went wherever there was a co-op or co-op leader in need.
Whether it be at the AC offices in Richmond, or at the AC Annual Meetings or at Co-op Camp Sierra Bob was available to listen to every idea, to hear every complaint and to respond by putting forward his concise strategic plans. Bob always looked ahead and planned for tomorrow. He kept the Co-op ship on course even though on occasion there were too many people trying to be skipper for a day. In the end, if something had to be done, no one could do it better than Bob. If he had gone into the corporate world, his skills would have taken him to the top of a Fortune 500 company. How fortunate we are that he gave himself to the world of consumer cooperatives.
When it came to the end for the Berkeley Co-op and then the Palo Alto Co-op and then the closing of the AC warehouse, it looked like 50 years of work would all disappear. However, the Board of Directors of AC and the Twin Pines Cooperative Foundation (TPCF) respectively decided to retain as much of the asset as possible, to put it to work for the future. 
For myself, I knew that I wanted Bob and the others of his generation, who had built so much in the name of cooperatives, to know that we would keep the flame alive on our watch. That is what spurred us to build TPCF into a series of programs including the Cooperative Community Fund program. Bob and others left us a legacy; we have kept to his path. Cooperative economics are alive and well in California because of the contribution and leadership of Bob Neptune.
As he was to so many others, Bob was a mentor to me and my wife Ann M. Evans in all things cooperatives as he was to so many others. Until just recently, his Annual Holiday Party brought together fifty years of co-op activists and devotees. A co-op leader and a good friend will be missed by many.
The Neptune family has kindly allowed the California Cooperative Pioneer Fund to be one of the recipients of donations honoring Bob Neptune. The fund is used to support co-op education and development. I personally will match up to $2,500 dollars of all donations to the fund. TPCF has previously honored two other California consumer co-op pioneers - Morrie Lippman and George Yasukochi. We will add Bob’s name to our list of honored co-op giants.  Please consider a contribution to keep the flame burning. 
Please make checks out to;

TPCF/California Cooperative Pioneers Fund/Robert Neptune
216 F Street, PMB 1844, Davis, CA 95616  

The obituary below captures much of Bob’s contributions to the world of cooperatives. As you can see, for him cooperatives were a way of life. Even so he carefully set aside time for his wonderful family and for hobbies. Please join us if you can on October 10th at 11am at a place to be announced in the East Bay.
Contact me for details dthompcoop@aol.com and visit www.community.coop.

Bob, we will miss you and we will never forget you.

David J. Thompson, President, Twin Pines Cooperative Foundation
Robert Ray Neptune

December 22, 1915 – September 15, 2008

Resident of El Cerrito

Robert Neptune, 92, one of the pioneers in the development of Consumer's Cooperatives in California passed away on the 15th of September.  He was General Manager of Associated Cooperatives from 1943 to 1982.  During these years he also served two terms as General Manager of the Berkeley Consumer's Cooperative.  He was member of the Board of Directors of various Cooperative organizations including the Cooperative League of the United States, the Cooperative League Fund, National and Universal Cooperatives of Minneapolis Minnesota, Pacific Growers in San Leandro, Mutual Ownership Development Foundation in San Francisco, the Consumers Cooperative Management Association, the California Conference Credit Union, and Twin Pines Savings and Loan.  He was also Chairman of a National Cooperative Food Task Force.  In 1982 he was permanently enrolled in the nation's Cooperative Hall of Fame.  He was author of California's Uncommon Markets, the story of cooperative development in the State from 1935-1971, and an updated edition covering 1977-1981.
His cooperative development interests were international and he represented the American cooperative spirit in both delegation visits and as an individual technical advisor.  These invitational trips included Columbia 1966, Ecuador 1969, Russia 1973, Fiji1981, Korea 1983, Indonesia 1983, China 1984, Solomon Islands 1986, Hungary 1986, Japan 1988, Czechoslovakia 1989, Spain 1990, Lithuania 1993, and Rochdale England in 1994 celebrating the 150 year anniversary of the first successful consumers cooperative.  Robert reviewed these trips in his 'Overseas visits to Cooperatives', copyright 2001.

Robert also served his community as Board Member of the West Contra Costa YMCA, where he was active in facilities development and expanding YMCA services, including an International Committee.  He was the Board President in 1965-66, the Fred Breen Humanitarian in 1990, and Volunteer of the Year in 2002.  He was named a Board Member Emeritus earlier this year.

Robert was born in San Diego, grew up in Burlingame, and graduated from U.C. Berkeley College of Commerce where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Beta Gamma Sigma societies.  He married his high school sweetheart Jean Heacock who died in 1991 after 53 years of marriage.  Robert is survived by two sons, Donald and Larry; six grandchildren, Dana and husband Michael Cheney, Rick and wife Denise Neptune, Andrea Neptune, Samantha and husband Harley DeVries, Kim and husband Paul Gangwisch, and Lisa Gutierrez; ten great grandchildren, Samuel, Hollyanne, Atira, Vanya, Aleka, Kendrick, Makaylie, Derrick, Nolan, and Trevin; one great great grandchild, Gavin.  Robert was also preceded in death by great grand-daughter Raybecca Gutierrez and brother Dave and his wife Helen.  He is also survived by nieces, Nancy and Susan and nephews John and Mark.  In 1992, Robert married Jessie Frank who passed away in 2006.  Jessie added, from her marriage to Heinz, three sons; Karl, Richard, and Bill, along with their extended families.
Robert Neptune loved foreign travel, the outdoors and hiking to places he had never seen. He combined his consultations with developing cooperatives with additional travels in surrounding countries.  He made special trips to places like Greenland, Australia, New Zealand, Burma/Myanmar, Egypt, and Turkey.  Although he traveled considerably, he especially enjoyed the close by Sierra mountains and Alaska where he vacationed repeatedly.  In an effort to share his travels with family and friends, photography became a passion.  The only glimpse that many people saw of the world was through the slide presentations shown at many schools, social and community groups.  His slide collections cover travel through every state, covered bridges throughout our country, lighthouses on both the Pacific and East coasts, seasonal travels through Yosemite and many other National Parks, and a variety of travelogues to foreign places.

Memorial contributions are suggested to the West Contra Costa YMCA, 263 S. 20th Street, Richmond, CA 94804, the California Cooperative Pioneers Fund/Robert Neptune, 216 F Street, PMB 1844, Davis, CA 95616 or the Nature Conservancy Field Office, 201 Mission Street, 4th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105.

